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Becky Lau celebrating her award 
with NHPS members Martha  
Martin & Anna Mae ShishidoCongratulations to Becky Lau! 

Native Hawaiian Plant Society Treasurer Becky Lau 
was recently awarded the Mālama i ka `Āina Award 
sponsored by the Maui Association of Landscape 
Professionals, the Maui Invasive Species Committee, 
and the County of Maui. Becky received the award 
at the Maui Nut Botanical Garden Arbor Day Event 
in November.  This beautiful award recognizes 
nominees for their efforts in the preservation of 
native flora on Maui County.  Becky is the the 
project leader for our native plant restoration 
efforts at Kanahā Pond Wildlife Refuge and the 
Ha`ikū Elementary School.

Kahului Library - The new head librarian in Kahului is Colleen Galvin. She has asked NHPS members 
to continue to maintain the library’s native Hawaiian plant garden. The main native plant survivor is a lovely 
Naio tree, the focal point in the courtyard.  Debbie, the Kahului library custodian, took good care of the garden  
during the library renovations.  She will continue to assist NHPS.  When we finish weeding, the garden needs a 
new 'plant map', some new plants and hopefully some new plant name tags!

Annual NHPS Membership Meeting Friday, 
February 23, 2024 

Guest Speaker Cathy Davenport will present Seed Banking at Maui Nui 
Botanical Gardens, Honoring Partners 

Cathy joined the Maui Nui Botanical Gardens team in February 2020 as a Seed Storage Technician. Cathy has a 
M.S. Botany from UH Mānoa. She taught for 12 years at UH-MC, courses such as Hawaiian Ethnobotany and 
Hawaiian Field Biology, among others. She’s a retired Hawai`i State Agricultural Inspector. At MNBG she is part 
of an ambitious effort to step up management and collection of wild sourced Maui County seeds, with a special 
emphasis on coastal species and `Ōhi`a lehua. She is now the lead on a project with the USDA Forest Service 
and Hawaiʻi Agricultural Resource Center to collect and store `Ōhi`a seeds that represent all varieties and a 
broad range of genetic variability on Maui, Moloka`i, and Lāna`i. Samples of the seeds are being sent to 
Hawai`i Island for `Ōhi`a disease resistance testing, with the goal of ultimately finding naturally disease 
resistant populations. 

Current Seed Banking work at MNBG will be presented, with a focus to honor the partner organizations and 
people who have been instrumental in the success of shared goals. A brief history of Seed Banking in Hawai`i, 
and a look at seed storage methods will be discussed. 
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Monthly Service Trips 
Our service trips in 2023 took us to the H`aikū Elementary School in January, May and September.  
Beds of mature `ulei usually only need weeding along the edges of the curb however, some "stealth weeds” 
meandered under the younger `ulei in the school parking lot. The weeds had no chance once members swept 
through the area.  In the rainy season, we'll plant a native ground cover like pa'u o hi`iaka in some of the areas 
that became exposed.   

Kauluwehi Garden is an ethnobotanical garden on the UH Maui campus managed by our board member, Dustin 
Palos.  The project showcases a unique collection of endemic and indigenous plants for conservation, education 
and food production.  After the Lahaina fire, NHPS members have attended 10 plant-a-thons between August 
and December. There have been 2 Lahaina out plantings, each involving about 1000 plants, and Dustin has 
given away plants on other occasions as well. The plants still at Kauluwehi have been inventoried three times - 
on 10/7, there were nearly 3000 plants there, about 1100 on 11/0 & on 12/9 about 1400.   

In April and December members helped the Pu`u Mahoe crew on a couple of overnight camping trips.  Good 
times were had by all however, lots of work was necessary to keep glycine, Spanish needle and even some 
kupukupu ferns at bay from certain areas in the arboretum.   

Members were inspired by their last trip to Kipuka Olowalu and welcomed the opportunity to go back to the 
west side in June.  Time was spent collecting seeds and weeding.  Makamaka`ole is a new work area for us.  
Board member, Martin Frye led the group. This site has been designated as land for easement or mitigation 
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). There are two separate predator proof fences that include just under 5 acres 
enclosures. Seabirds are attracted to the sites by amplified social seabird calls that sound throughout the night.  
The hope is that breeding pairs and young adults will move back into these protected enclosures.  Members 
weeded under a`ali`i and `ōhi`a trees.  The views were fantastic!   

Our service trip in October was to the Maui Nui Botanical Garden to help prepare for Arbor Day.  Working in 
such a beautiful setting, was rewarding and the time went by too fast. The opportunity to learn about native 
Hawaiian plants from knowledgeable staff is invaluable, especially for those looking to incorporate these plants 
into their own gardens.  Arbor Day was a great success in November and NHPS members were out in full force 
at our lei making station.  There were lots of happy people who walked away with a free native Hawaiian plant, 
a beautiful handmade lei and perhaps a little knowledge about the diversity of native Hawaiian plants. 

Mahalo Nui Loa to everyone who helped out! 

See everything we have been up to on nhps.smugmug.com
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President’s Message

In Memorium 
Mark Lee White had the foresight to help create and expand a network of landowners dedicated to proper watershed management.  
He played a key role in establishing the Waikamoi Preserve and he helped establish the Maui Invasive Species Committee.  Mr. White 
was a wonderful mentor and friend to many natural resource managers.  His work truly stretched beyond the boundaries of his job. 

Bob Hobdy worked for the Hawai`i State Department of Land & Natural Resources (DLNR), Division of Forestry & Wildlife for over 35 years.  
He was a well known botanist who worked as an environmental consultant when he retired.  He was always happy to share what he learned 
on his adventures throughout the Hawaiian wilderness and he often included the deep history of an area. To hear some of his tales, you can 
visit the Puʻu Mahoe website and learn about some of the native plants in the arboretum.  

The efforts of the Maui Community in the wake of the 2023 Lahaina and Kula wildfires on Maui 
are commendable. It's been inspiring to hear about the dedication of our NHPS volunteers who 
held extra work parties to assist board member, Dustin Palos in his endeavor to propagate 
thousands of native Hawaiian plants for restoration purposes. The expansion of these efforts not 
only aids in the recovery of the damaged areas but also plays a crucial role in preserving the 
unique biodiversity of Hawai`i.  

If you know of other ways to promote preserving native Hawaiian plants, our Board of Directors 
are here to listen to your ideas. Remember, every small effort contributes to the larger goal of 
environmental preservation on planet earth.  Your volunteer work powers what we can do. 

Mahalo, 
Martha Martin 
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Kanahā Pond - Every 1st and 3rd Thursday  8:30 am - 11:00 pm 
Becky Lau, Project Leader 
Currently the predator proof fence is being built with most of the work completed along Amala Way.  The fence should 
prevent the entry of foraging predators such as deer.  We encourage our members to drive along Amala Way to view the 
fence work completed by DLNR so far.  Over the past several seasons, we have noticed invasive weeds (such as golden 
crownbeard) are notably less prevalent during the dry summer months. This natural reprieve allows for the native 
Hawaiian plants to thrive.  During the winter, NHPS members will remain vigilant and keep on top of any nuisance weeds.  

Ha`ikū School - Monday afternoons 
Becky Lau, Project Leader 
The fence has not started however, we should receive an update from the DOE before it is installed.  A small NHPS crew 
will be needed to prune along the proposed fence line - so stay on the lookout for an email!  There are up to 30 different 
native Hawaiian plants at the school.  

 If you would like to attend a service trip to Kanahā Pond or Haiku School, please contact Becky Lau at (808) 575-2369 or 
(808) 205-7348 

`Awikiwiki (Canavalia pubescens) Exclosure 
Hank Oppenheimer, Project Leader 
There were no visits to this exclosure in 2023. There had been very effective weed control in the previous years, and the 
`awikiwiki responded positively, with new recruitment of seedlings from a long-dormant seed bank. The weeds are as close 
to eradicated as possible, given the continual dispersal by wind from areas outside, but the ongoing drought seems to have 
made this “invasion” much less serious. Of course, the site will need to be visited soon to ensure the fence is still effective, 
control what few weeds are expected, and to monitor the plants inside. Seeds have been collected from this population and 
are in storage at the Lyon Arboretum Seed Storage Laboratory on O`ahu as a back-up “safety net”. Overall this is a success 
story, and allows NHPS to focus on other Projects. 

Mahalo to Ulupalakua Ranch for allowing access over almost four decades, as well as all the volunteers that have and 
continue to mālama this species place. 

Mao Hau Hele (Hibiscus brackenridgei subsp. brackenridgei) Exclosure 
Hank Oppenheimer, Project Leader 
Two visits to this exclosure were made early in 2023; in January and March, by Plant Extinction Prevention Program staff. 
Larger group trips were constrained by lack of suitable 4-wheel–drive vehicles. The main focus was to first, inspect- and 
repair if necessary- the exclosure fence, and secondly, control weeds. The latter effort has two main objectives; namely to 
lessen the competition with the mao hau hele, but also to reduce the fire fuel load. Both were successful. There was no sign 
of ungulates (hoofed mammals) breaching the fence. Much progress was made controlling guinea grass (Urochloa maxima) 
as well as other habitat-modifying weeds. We’ve changed control strategies a bit- no longer relying on foliar application of 
herbicides for many weeds, we’ve switched to using large pick-axes to dig out clumps of guinea grass. This eliminates any 
drift that may occur when spraying on windy days, in a generally windy spot. We also bag up all the seeds from other 
weeds such as lions ear (Leonotis nepetifolia), koa haole (Leucaena leucocephala), and other. These are disposed of off-site, 
and it seems to be an effective way of lessening the soil seed bank over time.  Other native species including the 
Endangered Schiedea salicaria are also thriving and reproducing, as well as the AT-Risk Achyranthes splendens. This small 
(approximately ¼ acre) site is quite a gem!  Although the forecast is for a drier than normal winter we will need to organize 
and schedule some visits as soon as rain-and weeds (ugh!) return. 

Thanks for Duane Ting & Flyin’ Hawaiian Zipline for continued access. 

MAO NUI LOA TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2023 
Individual Donors 

George Mizuno 
Harold Appleton 

Diane Carr 
Donald Stoddard  

Mike Alvarado & Ann Dean 
Mahalo to everyone who attended our volunteer trips. 

We truly appreciate your time and effort 

Corporate, Government & Exclosure Partners  
Maui County Parks & Recreation for the use of Hannibal Tavares 

Community Center 
Maui Nui Botanical Gardens  

Haiku Elementary School 
Kahului Library  

Duane Ting and family and the Flyinʻ High Zipline 
Hawaiʻi Dept of Natural Resources 

Ulupalakua Ranch 

🌿
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Native Hawaiian Plant Society 
P.O. Box 5021 Kahului, HI 96753-5021 

Phone: (808)875-0745 
E-mail: info@nativehawaiianplantsociety.org 
Website: www.nativehawaiianplantsociety.org

Membership Form           Date__________ 
Name(please print clearly)_____________________________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 
City_____________________________________________State___________________Zip Code____________ 
Telephone (Hm)______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
Donation Categories  Individual $20_____Family $25_____Other $_____ 
Native Hawaiian Plant Society P.O. Box 5021 Kahului, HI 96733-5021 

The Native Hawaiian Plant Society is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization founded in 1980 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL NATIVE HAWAIIAN PLANT SOCIETY  
MEMBERSHIP AND GUEST SPEAKER 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23TH 2024 AT 7:00 PM 
Guest Speaker: Cathy Davenport 
Location: Hannibal Tavares Community Center Poolside Room 
91 Pukalani Street, Pukalani 
This event is free and open to the public!

Please Don’t Forget to Renew Your Membership!

mailto:info@nativehawaiianplantsociety.org
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